
 

 

 
 
Date:  January 27, 2022 
 
To: West Linn Planning Commission 
 
From: Darren Wyss, Planning Manager 
 
Subject: Docket Projects in Process Briefing 
 

 
The West Linn Community Development Code (CDC) requires that Comprehensive Plan, CDC, and Zoning Map 
amendments undertaken in a given year be listed on a docket. The docket is reviewed by the Planning Commission 
and prioritized and approved by the City Council. Other planning or historic preservation-related plans and studies 
must also be considered through the docketing process. The 2021 docket lists eight prioritized projects. The docket 
can be found here: https://westlinnoregon.gov/planning/plan-and-development-code-docket. 
 
Staff has provided information for each of the eight projects to keep the Planning Commission up-to-date on the 
status of each project. Staff can also return in the future with a more detailed presentation on any of the projects. 
 
Projects Underway 
 

1. Committee for Citizen Involvement (CCI) review of community engagement in land use process. 
 
CCI report and recommendations were provided to City Council. The report addressed education, administrative 
proposals, and potential code changes. Staff is waiting for direction from Council on the implementation process, 
particularly a working group appointment to review possible code amendments. Policy decisions/code 
amendments have the potential to be influenced by HB2001 and HB2003 work in the context of the impact on 
housing affordability. 
 

2. West Linn’s Waterfront Project. 
 
City Council budgeted funds in 2021 to hire a consultant. Staff is finalizing scope of work and will issue a Request 
for Proposals/Qualifications soon. The consultant team will assist in completing a Vision Plan based on the 
community input gleaned from open houses/outreach and then coordinate the review/feedback process. The 
consultant team will then assist in zoning/design standards discussions to identify needed changes to implement 
the vision. Tax Increment Financing discussions to continue with City Council. 
 
 

3. West Linn Response to HB2001 and 2003. 
 
For HB2001, please see memo for Agenda Item 3. 
 
HB2003, passed by the Legislature in 2019, requires jurisdictions to update their Housing Needs Analysis (HNA) and 
associated housing production strategy. Grant funds awarded to the City were used to hire a consultant to help 
produce an HNA per Oregon Revised Statute 197.296 and Oregon Administrative Rules Chapter 660, Divisions 7 
and 8. Staff and the consultant brought materials for review to the appointed working group, and the result was an 
adoption-ready HNA delivered in June 2021. The HNA analysis showed the City was deficient in buildable multi-
family zoned land and meeting the minimum residential density allocation for new construction requirements of 
the Metropolitan Housing Rule (OAR 660-007-0035). The City will need to amend its zoning map to rectify the 
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deficiencies and adopt the HNA by December 2023. The City will then have an additional year to adopt the 
associated housing production strategy required by HB2003. 
 
 

4. Willamette Falls Drive TSP Update. 
 
The West Linn Willamette Falls Drive 2021 Conceptual Design Plan was adopted by City Council as Attachment B to 
the West Linn TSP in August 2021.  The project is complete. 

 
5. Clear and Objective Standards Audit 

 
To encourage efforts to expand housing supply, the Legislature adopted ORS 197.286-314. These provisions 
require local governments to apply only clear and objective criteria to applications for housing projects. To ensure 
the City was meeting these requirements, Council budgeted funds to hire a consultant to review the Community 
Development Code.  
The City has a signed contract with a consultant, and they are actively working on a code audit and recommended 
amendments to the Community Development Code. The Council-appointed working group will review the 
recommended amendments in Summer 2022. 
 

6. Policy Work on Chapter 96, Street Improvement Construction. 
 
Staff is finalizing the scope of work and will actively begin researching policy options in February 2022. The City 
Attorney’s office will provide legal analysis related to case law involving “nexus” and “rough proportionality” issues 
as part of the project. The Council-appointed Working Group will review the recommended code amendments n 
Spring/Summer 2022. 
 

7. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Regulations. 
 
Staff is finalizing recommended amendments to ADU regulations to comply with State requirements and best 
practices. These will get included in the HB2001 code amendment package. Subsequently, additional policy 
decisions will need to be made to determine the extent the City wishes to facilitate the construction of ADUs, 
including fees levied by the City, street construction policy (see #6 above), and specific code requirements needing 
further evaluation. 
 

8. Historic Review Code Update. 
 
The Historic Review Board worked for two years to find consensus at its meeting in January 2022 on a package of 
recommended changes to CDC Chapters 25 and 58. The next step will be a work session with the Planning 
Commission and HRB members in February 2022. Additional work sessions with the Planning Commission will be 
scheduled as necessary before bringing the amendment package through the legislative adoption process. 
 

9. Highway 43 Rezoning and Robinwood Street System. 
 
City Council budgeted funds in 2021 for consultant support. Staff will develop a scope of work and issue a Request 
for Proposals/Qualifications after Docket Items 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8 are complete later in 2022. The City has adopted 
the Hwy 43 Concept Plan, state and regional funds have been dedicated to begin implementing the plan. The City 
wants to leverage these investments by evaluating the zoning along this important regional transportation corridor 
and the primary public transit route in West Linn.  
 
If you have questions about the meeting or materials, please feel free to email or call me 
at dwyss@westlinnoregon.gov or 503-742-6064. As always, please submit questions before the meeting to 
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the discussion as it allows staff to prepare materials and distribute 
them for your consideration. Thanks, and hope to see everyone at the meeting.  
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